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Mark your calendars!
· Feb. 2 – Basketball here against Saks
· Feb. 3 – Basketball here against Ragland (Sr. Night)
· Feb. 3 – First Priority Conference
· Feb. 3 – Scholar’s Bowl Team leave for competition in Mobile
· Feb. 6-10 – Area Basketball place/time TBA
· Feb. 7 – Progress Reports
· Feb. 7 – Cheer Meeting @ 6 PM for 2012-13 Tryouts
· Feb. 10 – Scholar’s Bowl District Match
· Feb. 13 – FASFA workshop for parents @ 6 PM
· Feb. 13 – Talent Show (rescheduled)
· Feb. 16 – Basketball Sub-State begins – TBA
· Feb. 17 – Scholar’s Bowl – Bevill State
· Feb. 17 – Archery Regionals in Pell City
· Feb. 18 – Scholar’s Bowl – Arab HS
· Feb. 20 – Weather Day, No School
· Feb. 20-24 – Basketball Regional Tourn. – TBA
· Feb. 20-25 – Var. Baseball Tourn. at Cleveland
· Feb. 21 – Var. Softball @ home with Ohatchee
· Feb. 24 – JV Softball Tourn. @ Weaver
· Feb. 24 – JH Baseball @ Coosa Christian
· Feb. 27 – State Basketball Tourn. – TBA
· Feb. 27 – JV Softball @ home with Leeds
· Feb. 28 – V/JV Softball @ home with Pell City
· Feb. 28 – V/JV Baseball @ Ragland
Advisory Committee:

Please remember that AHS does have a Parent Advisory Committee to serve our parent population.  They can be reached at the following email addresses:
Glorine Newton - glorinenewton69@yahoo.com 
Lisa Glasgow – lisa.glasgow@sccboe.org
Al Wilson - aw8876@att.com
Congratulations:

Special congratulations to Mrs. Sharron Gibson of our Math Department.  Mrs. Gibson was voted unanimously by the AHS faculty to be the AHS Teacher of the Year.  In this capacity, Mrs. Gibson had to complete a packet for district level recognition.  We are pleased to announce that the St. Clair County Secondary Teacher of the Year is Mrs. Sharron Gibson.  She is also the JSU Hall of Fame Teacher of the Year in St. Clair County.  All of our faculty and staff at AHS are proud of her and feel she is more than deserving of both these honors.

AHS Survey:

As stated in past months’ newsletters, some of the issues brought out in the survey will be answered throughout the next few months.
“ Go back to the 4 block school day because the extra block takes away from core classes……some teachers are having to eliminate some important skills just to teach the graduation test objectives.”
The extra block has taken away an additional 16 minutes from each of the core blocks to create a 75-minute lunch/remediation/enrichment block.  In the past at AHS, remediation has been scheduled in Reading/Language, Math, and Science during the core blocks as an elective class.  Taking up this much of the schedule to do such remediation caused the standard classes to be overfilled with students; therefore causing an environment where teaching and learning was not optimized.  Creating the additional block each day eliminates that need and it also allows students who have successfully completed the AHSGE to be rewarded with some enrichment classes they have been lacking.  Creating this additional block has also been rewarding in the fact that no core subject has to be interrupted for lunch.  Teachers can teach bell to bell without having to break.  Our biggest motivation for the extra block lies in the fact that not one core class has been missed this school year due to an assembly or pep rally.  The new schedule allows us to move the schedule so students see each teacher each day and when an assembly of any type occurs students miss their 4th block (or new block) instead of core subjects.
Celebrating AES Students:

On January 13, the Ashville High School Basketball Teams asked Honor Roll students from Ashville Elementary to be their special guest at our home game against Moody.  These exceptional young students were brought onto the gym floor for recognition, received a basketball or megaphone from the cheerleaders, and did a cheer with the cheer squad before welcoming the Varsity Girls’ Team back to the court.
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Parent Portal is now open:

The Parent Portal on our computerized I-NOW system is open for parents.  This system will allow parents to track student grades and monitor lesson plans so they can stay abreast of what is going on at the school.  There are specific guidelines to accessing this site and each student has a unique username that parents must get from the school.  Please email Ms. Johnson at patti.johnson@sccboe.org to find out the details of this program.

Great News:

Representative Blaine Galliher has long been a great asset to the St. Clair County School System and especially to the Ashville schools.  He has once again come through for AHS and is providing us with $10,000.00 in order to upgrade our computer lab.  The existing lab is running very old software and the CPU systems do not have the capacity to do some of the new innovative things our teachers are wanting to do with our students.  We look forward to seeing these improvements in the very near future.

Alumni Club:
In order to do more for AHS and bring back some pride to the school, we have started an AHS Alumni Club.  It is $10 per year to join the club and all money goes back into the school.  Our walls are looking much better as we continue to paint them.  Those people who have been generous in giving this year include:
Jeff Hardy, Bree Rooks, Cameron Sampley, Scott Mattison, Haley Eason, Michele Eason, Josh Eason, Sondra Yarbrough, Fitz Yarbrough, Nathan Yarbrough, Daniel Yarbrough, Gary White, Sharon White, Wanda Looney, Bubba Wills, Calvin Bailey, Tammy Bowlin, Tim Richardson, in memory of Tony Cluck, Leann Coker, Marie Manning, Kari Wadsworth, Melanie Hyatt Stone, Jordan Teal, Rebecca Norris, and Sharen Miller Bass.
Board Appreciation Month:

As a testament to our appreciation of our BOE members, St. Clair County Schools raised over $4,000.00 in their names to donate to the Tanner Hunter Charity Fund.  Tanner is the Leeds High School Senior who was severely injured in the Wrestling Match at SCCHS on Dec. 21.  Tanner’s family has a long history in the SCC School System.  If you are a Facebook subscriber, please log on to Prayers for Tanner Hunter and send him a message of encouragement as he battles to regain movement after being paralyzed from the neck down in this accident.  His family posts praise reports about his progress often on the site.  Students at AHS are sending Tanner cards each week in hopes of expressing our concern and wishing him well.
AHS Website:

We have been doing quite a bit of work on our website that we would love for you to see.  We are attempting to make this site useful to all and have added some important documents.  Ms. Mathews’ page, Counselor’s Corner, has copies of her newsletters along with important testing dates and college information.  She has been researching many grant opportunities as well.  The Documents/Links page has our school’s CIP, Safety Plan, Newsletters, links for additional academic assistance, and the link for reporting harmful acts that are an endangerment to our student population.  We have added several links to Fun Trivia that deal with the Social Studies standards on different wars.  These wars play a large role in the number of students who are receiving remediation in the Social Studies area of the AHSGE and this website is a great resource.  Also we have a link to Khan’s Academy.  Mrs. Seals introduced us to this link and we felt it was necessary to offer it to our students.  Khan’s Academy is a tutorial website that has short videos to explain math and science problems.  The website can be found at www.ahsbulldogs.org.
AHSGE Results:

Our test results from December were not available to report when the last newsletter was published.  However, we do have the results now and would like to share with our stakeholders the breakdown of how AHS did on the assessment.  
Our best news is that of the twenty students who took the test this past time, seven completely cleared themselves and have now passed all parts of the AHSGE.  Of the remaining thirteen who have not cleared, ten are only lacking one more section which they will take again in March.
March testing will prove to be a huge undertaking with approximately 300 students taking the assessment.
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Each year, schools nominate student athletes who have performed well academically for the Bryant-Jordan Scholar Award.  The 2011-12 nominees that were turned in for Ashville High School include:  Ebonie Brooks, Destiny Montgomery, Alex Hale, Kyle Looney, and Alex Newton.  These students were chosen based on their academic and athletic abilities, along with their contributions to the community.  Congratulations to all.
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